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REHEARSAL. 
Cloudefly Shovel Afironted by the Obfervator. Sir GEORGE ROOK Accus’d for not 


And Ridicul’d for Taking it. Of the Shorteft way withthe Diffen- 
‘And the Beginning of 4 Comical Romance. 








—————~ From saturday September the 30th, to Saturday Oftober the 7th, 1704. 








I 
: Urrain take thee for a Country-man, 
or thou haft made my Heart Ake ever 
fince the laft time I faw thee. 
Country-m. What’s the matter now, Mafter ? 
. obf. Thou mad’ft it appear very Plain to me, 
That Sir Cloude/ly Shovel muft needs take it very ill, 
‘hat | have made a Tool of him, to-Be/patrer and A- 
Wl his Admiral and Friend Sir George Rook. Be- 
gdes my Contraditting and Rédiculing the Account 
which Sir Cloudefly has given of that Engagement at 
Sea. And what if he fhou’d thiak himfelf oblig’d in 
Honour to do Sir George Right upon my Bones? It 
wou'd come Better from him, than from Sir George 
himfelf. 


try-m. Let not thy Noble Courage be caft 
ai | have fome Comfort for thee yet. #P'll 


ook’s. 
wii ‘sped Quickly, my Dear Country-man. And 
Prevent this Fir of my gue, 

Country-m. Why, Thou’rt fuch a Nafty Fel- 
Jow, neither of them will Fou their Fingers with 
thee. More.than.a Beas fine Dreft wou'd go to Cuffs 
with a Chimney-Smeeper. 

Obj. 1 profefsthat’s true. Thou haft Rais’d my 
Heart. But they have Foct-men, and fuch fort of 
things ; Aud they can Drub Plaguily. 

Cauntry-m. No, no. They have other Bufi- 
aefs. But | wou'd Advife thee one thing, never to 
g0 below-bridge. For if the 1 arrs and Wappineers 
fhou'd meet with thee, they won’d have no A/ode- 
ration, for all.thy Vile Abufesupon their Admiral, 
who Led them .on to Viétory, and -was Companion | 
in their Dangers. 


my Sides for me. 

Country-m. And may be thy Neck too—Efpecial- 
ly if there be a*Kvot-at the End of it~——~What’s 
that ? Haft got a Lowe in thy Collar? 


obf. And 1 cannot.endure that fort of Engine , 
they Play with, call’da Ropes-End. It wou'd Tickle, 


was Sir George Rook did it. Didn’ft thou obferve 
how I Under-valwd and Ridicwl’d it in mine of laft 
Ang. 19. Vol, 3..N. 4.3. : 

Country-m. But that was not always,thy Mind, 
Mafter , Great Wits and Lyars, they fay, have the 
worft Memories. Doftn’t thou Remember what thou 
faid’ft tome in thy Obfervator of Septem. 16. 1702. 
Vol. 1..N, 42. That the Englih Forces 1 Spain were 
within 50 Miles of Gibraltar in the Streights- Mouth, 
which they may eafily make themfelves Mafters of, af. 
ter the Reducement of Cadiz: Over againft Gibraltar, 
on the Heathen Shore, lies Ceuta a Spanifh Garrifom, 
which has been fo long Befteg’d by the Moors; a rs 
Party of Men won'd belufficient to take this Place 5 for 
the Moors woud willingly Afist the Englithin this En- 
terprize,out of Revenge upon the Spaniards ; And if we 
had this Place alfo, then we bold the Door of the Le- 
vant in our Hands, 

Now, Master, if Gibraltar was then the Door, or 
one Half of the Folding-Door of the Levant ; what 
makes it not be fo.now ? 

Obf. Becaufe then it was not taken by Sir George 
Rook, And becaufe now it is. We were then Ridi- 
culing his Expedition’ to Cadiz and Vigo, “And this 
was one Article againit him, why he did not Take 
Gibraltar, a Place of fach Mighty Confequence. But 


| now we make a Jest of it, and fhew’d our Rallery 


upan him for Taking a Place of no Confequence at 
all 


Tho’ it has Prov'd of Confequence,by Chance. Par- 
ticularly, That our Fleet had that Pore to go into 
to ftop Leaks, &c. after the late Hight, wherein 
our Fleer fuffer’d fo much, that Sir Cloude/ly fays in 
his Letter, God fend us well Home.. I believe we 
have not 3 {pare. Top-Maits, nor 3 Fifhes in the 
Fleet, end. J Fudge there is 10 Fury Top-Maits now 
up: Which makes Good what the other Letrers 
(Printed in the Review of the late Engagement at Sea, 
wrote from on Board the Fleet at Gibralter, whi- 





Obf. Thou haft put Cow-stchiin my Neck. T-cou’d 
Scratch it to.pieces. | 

But I am fafe enough. -For Phad my Fortune told, 
That I fhou’d Die by an Arrow. Therefore ! never 
go where they Shoot with Bows and Arrows. 

Country-m. Y faith, Adafter,thy Mafter has Nobb’d 
thee. Thou Know’ft his Oracles have all Double 
Meaning. Thou had’ft better Avoid the .Place 
where they.make Ropes. That’s.a nearer Emblem of 
this Prophefy. 

Obf. Why? Isa Rope an Arrow ? 

Country-m. It may be made.fo’ Narrow, That thou 
can’ft not Get. thy Head through. And the Rope will 
ne'r Hurt thee without the *Narrow. 

Obf. Pox take thee. That foolifh Thought will 
om in my Head. Come, Let’s talk of fomething 
elfe. . 

Country-m. 1 was then a thinkingewhat a Happy 
thing it was for Us, That we had Gibralser before 
‘the laft Sea Fight. Elfe we had not had a Hole to put 
in any of our Maim’d Ships, or to Refrefh our Sick 
and Wounded. 

Obf. Thou .muft not fpeak a -word of any Ad- 
vantage to Lis by Taking of Gibraltar. Becaufe it 


‘ther the Fleet return’d after the Fight ) do tell us, 
p. 13,14, and 16, That this was the Sharpest Eu- 
gagement the Englifh Fleer ever had in Memory 
of ‘Man, And.all, Extol mighcily the Valour as well 
as Condutt of Sit George, Root. But Gibraltar was on- 
yan’ Advantage by Chane to our Fleet, And fo no 
ions to Sir, George for that. And Hereafter it 
fhall not be the Door of the Levant, nor of any Con- 
fequence at all! Tho’ if we had not had it at this 
‘Time, we thou’d have had a Large Lif of SHIPS 


.|:Founder'd at Sea, before they had Reach’d a Port. 


‘Country-m, Nor is that All. We have Claw’d off 
this Rook another way. We have Rais’d another 
Battery agaix{t him. He had better Fight the Count 
de Tholouje than Legion, We have lately Publith’d 
a Lampoos againit him, in the Nameof one Wiliam 
Colepeper, With this Title, 4 true State of the Diffee 
rence bétween Sir George Rook K+. and William 
Colepeper E/7. &c. And this has been Carefully 
Adurtisd and Re-Advertis'd every Day, in the 
Pagers of our Scandalous Club, fuch as Obfervator, 
Review, &c. And in this Sir George is Reprefented 
48a Coward, an Affaffinator, and what not. 

Obf. I with that had not been Wrote, It has 
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mante, and fay,There is nothing Likeit in Scarron. 
Firft this Celepeper is made one of the KENTISH 
Petitioners, a Captain of Legion, who was Cenfur’d by 
the Houfe of Commons. Then for his Prowe/s and 
Skill in Chievalry, itis faid of him, p. 38. Who has 
Read the Hiftory of DON QUIXOT. And, p. 44. 
And, asa Proof of 
it, fays p..§. That he.con'd never come up to any hard 
Opinion: concerning Mr. De Foe, for bis fhortest way 


He fays, he is not Lunatick, 


with the Diffenters, in which Cafe he was his Coun- 
cil, and Solicitor to the Queen on his Behalf. And 
adds, W. C. is not Afraid of having his Judgment 
cal?d in Question by Affirming, That the World has 
not in any Age produc’d a Man beyond Mr, DE FOE, 
for his Miraculous Fanciey and Lively Invention in all his 
Writings, both Verfe and Profe, rs 
Country-m, No body will think him Lunatick for 
this. For-wasit not a Miraculous Fancie, and Livee 
ly Invention, which the World.bas not in any Age pro- 
duc’d, to Write that’ Shortéf?,Way in a ftrain.to be 
taken for a Church-man 3; -And thereby to Render 
all the Church- Parry the Hatred and Contempt of the 
Nation; and’ Expofe théin;'to the Juffice of the 
Mobb, as Men of Blood anidSavage Nature, Beat 


wholly’to Défruttion ? And our Party gave it all . 


About,’ That it was Wrote py the Aigh-Church, 
and Pretetided to Giue/sat tome of them, and Ex- 
claim’d ‘at. them on that Account, over the whole 
Town, itfomuch, That Clerzy-Men were Pointed at, 
and Infulted, as they, Walkt along the Srreets, And 
the A40bb were Prepar’d and Ready to give the On- 
fet to al] Black Gowns, and. Caffocks.. -Aad thou, 
Mafer, putin thy Car heartily, to the fame God- 
ly Purpofe,*in thy Ob/ervater. Vol.1..N. 71. And 
madeft the Author a Clergy-Aan. And if the In- 
duftry of Ld. N. had not found out the: Author, ( for 
which we fhall never Forget him) This Book had 
Pafs’d cleverly upon the Clergy, and wewou'd have 
Quoted it againft them to After Generations. Be- 


fides a Handfome Parcel of Prefent AZ/chief, in. 


having the Clery Mobb’d, ¢c.. And fhou’d W. C. 


Come up to any Hard Opinion concerning Mr. DE FOE ' 


for all this? Was not all this to Affert the Astho- 
rity, and Refer every thing to the Ultimate Decifion 
of his Beloved Legiow Anglice Adcbb ? In behalf of: 
which he Prefented a Petition to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, Humbly Praying, That they wou'd be Pleas’d 
to Give up their Authority, and Admitof Appeals 
trom them 'to their Original the Mobb. - 

Now, Mafter, the High-flyers think “there 
cannot be-a~Greater Proof Of Lunacy than+this, 
to Refolve'all Power into the A40bb, to make. Them 
the Original of Government, and the Government 
‘made Accountable to Thém. Upon which Head 
there are mote Jfad than Will. Colepeper. 

But what is‘allthis toa Romance? Thon faid'ft 
this is call’d a Romance. Indeed if the Plot ofthe 
Shorteff Way had not been SpasPd, their wou'd have 
been a Glorious Romante! We fhou’d have had 
Hacking work among the Parfons 5 like the AZobbing 
of the Clergy in Scotland, the Beginning of this Re- 
volution. But is there no Fighhpg-fories in this Co- 
mical Romance ?. That’s a Comical Romance.indeed ! 
I love Fighting-ftories, whoever Gets the Better or 
the Wor/t on’t. 

olf: W. C. ‘tells Us He Refus’d to Fight. Sir 
George in England, becaufe the Lan; are againft 
Dueling, and when he had Kil’d the Knight, he 
mighthappen to be Hang’dfor’t. And,for the fame 


( without Provifion for a Retreat, after the Exploj\.\ 
to Holland, uff to be Hangd. bean ie oe 
Confiderable Rea/ons given in the fame Pacei 
Letter from W. C. to Sir George. 1. That the Wi 4 
might Blow him into France, Where, no Dg! 
(fays he ) due Care wow'd be taken of Me. >. ke 
Sir George fhou’d get fome body to Throw jj 
Over-Board by the way. I tell thee Countryomgt 
It is not every body wou’d have had fuch Fore-finy! 
And 3ly. The Notice was too Short, only ap, 
and a Half, whereas he fhou’d have had a Fors eles 
And Sir George being Oblig’d to Sail with the Fy | 
Efcap’d, for that Time, the Rage of W.¢. br 
’twas well for him! Elfe, he had never had Anothg 
Sea Vittory to Brag of ! 

, Country-m. But what was the Quarrel all thy 
time? 

Ob/. It was upon theCommon Canfe. For befidessie 
George Rook his Difappointing us once of a Speake} 
we had made fure of; he oppos’d the Eleétion of y, 
C. or any of the Legionit-Petitioners. Since which 
we have mifsd no opportunity of venting oy 
Spleen againft him. And when he was at the Bathig 
1703, we then Fell upon him, and Gave it oy 
That it was only a Pretence to fave himfelf from 
going to Sea. Then my Obfervators gave theV Vag 
through the Nation, how unfit he was tobe an Ah 





Sea Affairs. ‘ 
_ Then W. C. coming in to Help the Cry, ask'd at 
Scornful manner, where Sir George Rook was, &c} 
For which being taken to Task by Sir Facob Banks, 
| W, C..won'd have nothing to Do with him, becang 
| he wasa Swede. And what Good wou'd itdotoW, 
| C* to Kill a Swede? Befides that thefe Sweeds ae 
| Tough Fellows. Therefore W.C. gaveina Petitiontg 
| the Queen for Protection, which is Iaferted p. 7. 
Country-m. But was there no body elfe to Vindi, 
cate Sir George in this Matter ? 
Obf. Yes, Twenty as W. C. tells, p. 22,23,40, Ge, 
Country-m. But W.C. wou’d not Fight thefe Tem 
ty, for the fame Reafon he wou’d not Fight Sie 
George? For fear of the Halter! For if he had Kill 
them All, he might have been Hang’d Twenty times, 
Obf. No. He wou’d Fight none of ‘them. But he 
Turn’d this to a Defign of -Affaffination upon hint 
And fodid WE All. In my Objervator Vol. 3. N. 
49. I call thefe, The Twenty Commiffioners of th 
BLOOD OFFICE. And N.46. | fay,/ bope the Twemy 
Cut-Throats don’t defign to Afjaffinate mes they bad bete 
ter goto Sea, and CULPEPER the Count DE THO. 
LOUSE. oad 
Country:m. This makes it Plain whom you mean 
But methinks it had been more like Gentlemen fot 
fome one of them to have Challeng’d W.C. than for 
Twenty to Affaffinate him. | 
Ob. He was Challeng’d, by one Mr Britton. But gave for 
Antwer, P: 28. That after be had Fought with Sir GEORGE 
ROOK, he wou'd Fight with Mr. BRITTON. And p. 38- he 
gave thefame An{wer to one Mr. Denew, ( who Challenged 
him upon hisown Pyivateaccount) That he had aQuarrelwith 
a Greates Perfon,andthereforewou’d Poft-pone his Quarrelwith 
Mr. Denew,till Sir G. X. had Received Satisfaction, and {aid,He 
w W.C’s SEVENTH Man towards another Score. This was io 
fave himfelf from all other Quarrels, upon what Score foevet- 
Like the Bully,who wheria Challenge was brought him, Took 
out his Pocker-Book, and faid, Sir, fee here, Ido your Friend 
Right, I fet down his Name the Seventh,from whom I have 
Receiv’d €hallenges. Anda Man of Honour is oblig’d to 
Give Satisfadion firit, to thofe who have firft Demanded it- 











Reafon, he wou’d not Go to Holland, as Sir George 
wou'd have had him. And fays p. 40. The Danger 
from the Halter, not from Sir George Rook’s Sword 
was Regarded by W.C. But he never intended to Go 


Country-m. Pox! We fhall have no Fighting, at this Rate, 
to the End of the World! Your Hero will not Fight where 


‘thereis Fear of @ Halter. 


Obf. O, Country-man, there is Fighting and Cufing work, 
at the End of the Romance, But it is Late now. And you 
mutt keep your Curiofity til our Next Meeting. 
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